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Interview with Kr. John Riding, 4C03 He-rison.

Mr, Riding core in atout 1890 with two ottar toys to the Frying H;;-rin#h,
where they llved in & dupout in a draw that is now the sits of & golf course. ibke
dugout, #lthough it had not heen racently Enhetited, wes a “pretty pood dupout”,

For a trunk thke boys used flour sacks, Ln which they kept a changs of clothing, be-
cnuse fless were so bted in the dugout. They would take the flour secks out on the
open prairie and pin ther down with sticks to prevent the high Fanhendle winds frem
ble Ing thew awy, When thay came in from work at night, they would charge to the
fresh germents in order to pet nome rest from the flens,

Une night when the toys were slerping scross t'e draw from the dugout, rain
suddenly hegen falllns In torrents, dranching them as t'sy alept togather on the rround
kafors they woke up, When one of tha thres sleepers moved, the roin losked IH:iPl
space laft opan My the d!li;-rnng-i "tarp”. At last Tom Strirger, cne of thte threa,
lost hig temper ard Firked al] *he roaver off and, -ra**inp 1t up in *ig arra, meda
for the dugout, 4ks Yoys, who bad Yeen gle~oing with -*air *acts for nillows, snetched
up hedding #nd voots -nd, Mreoot, wadad ‘he draw, 0Old peape- nnd sticks found in “‘e
dugout furnished fuel for warrt: end ha-t %o dry thre bLedding., IThe fleas, howaver,
did not Fave thelr spirits dempenal ty the dowmpour. i‘ey were atill on tMe job,

They “Just esnhrndled us. Trey rolled us over and ovar", *r, fjding seys of thmt
hectic night.

The thres bteys, 7111 Coufelt, lom Strinper, ard Mr, “dirp, were stryin; &t the

dugout for My, Meb-ide, who hed prorised them three penies splece to hrask wild horses for
him.

My, Mfdipg Fad never Fad any denlin;s with "such wild horses? “ut the other ‘oys
trought the ani-els wera"rot so bad ", lHowaver, whan one of them was thromn by
n wild horse, ke "grve up t*at 1+ wes not so prod". Mr. Aldins rec=lls that "Fe Fad
ta *iin4fold *is | *ka Foram, of course/ affer he was throwsd dewn, «nd then put on
8 3nd“)a end lat Vim.up ati] ‘lindfolded. L rememtar the firat time 4 tried {t, be

rot up snd we teok of * tha Y 1ind®ol” ord Fe pova » g lorp #rd “*rem m irto »
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somersault. I rot my feet out of the stirrups, hut this horse kicked so much that he
rot his Mhb front fast in thars and he was fastened . We triad the seme thing over,
Hy was the wildeat horas ! aver saw, and the meanest, I finelly tied down the stirrups and

tled my cont to the saddle and tried it a-ain., Se Pucked for pamanty=~Tlva ynrds with
me, bhut some™ow . sort of rot the movement of thra *arse and tried to keap with kim,
MePride called him Blood Boy, and I ean truthfully say that,as herd as I worked for
my three po les, he coulds', Feve riven me t'*l’onn'.

When Mr. Eiding wna ahout sighteen yesrs old, “e ceme with & younger hrothar,
of atout elaven yerrs, to “a Filata, the first county seat of Us-f Seith County. The
party was traveling in covered n:nn.l_ an old Mexican driving one in which were

loaded the chuck, other suppliss, and soms lumber. Ihe second wagon contained

badding and W three other men, w-ich, “esldes the b;ibhtrl,imlum a My, Brown.
The Mexican driver had to take n side trip to unload the lumber, so he asid, promising

ﬁhl
owN
The Americens thoughtnothing of the mattar until the pangs of hunger called

to rejoin the carawan flrthn:tlnn; the route the MGWNEEEE* following dey at sun

attenticr to the missing food supplims. Ihen thay reslized that the “axican hed
dacampad =itk t*a food and that thare ware atort 50 milas hatwann them and " apkkhF
anyt*ing to ent., It wrs neerly sundown end they were not getting any less hungry.

Suddenly, Prown saw & strasmar of sroke flyins upwerd near & dis'rnt leke,
1 -
r-l'_ .-"f"rﬂ" il Jﬂ; 2 1
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In those days & person did not have to know another teo enjoy the hospitality

of the Mestern home, The chance traveler overtaken by night was made welcome and no
questions were msked. The caravapn sought the source of the smoke and came upen

T oVl
the house of an old lu‘.u‘nr, & friend of Brown's, Wie ramed IR Walter rris

Brown,

Wild horses, or mustangs, were numerous on the plainsg at the time. That
nl;htEh old mustanger $old ol stories of wustanging until a late hedtime,
He doscrited fﬂt‘ﬂtﬁdh "walked down" the wild Forges, The II.II'E::;I would
run  like “wild fire” at *he eight of »m , but as long as the will ayimeals could
ses him, he trotted Me own mount plecidly along. Once the musts ngs ware out of
sight, he wurged his horee inoto a run. Freviou:ly he had mde aeang ArTrangements
vith a helpsr to mest Mr with a wagon and other mounts at » designated spot in
the evening. The wild horser would run all dey until they were resr exhaustion. He
kept them aw y from water during the chase, also. In &bdé about ten days the
mustengs, tired and weak snd stiff from constsnt running, becems nccustomed to the sight
of thelr pursurer, who then prepared sreres Ih“-d milled them about until they
ran into the traps.

When Mr. Biding snd Fis compenions first came to le Plrta, trere was no reed
connecting the SENp nrew crunty sest with the outside world., Dave Mebride ploughed a furrow
frm la -l't_:l.t-l to Amarille so that ro one would get lost on the open pratirie. The Ploughing
of the approximstealy 50 miles betxean the two county seate to~k two days. Arother
reas~n for the road ploughing was the fact that sPmte law rec ired "eard re1"
roads to te sststlisted from each new county sert to the mid=point of the adjeining
courty lines.

According to Mr. H'ging My, McBride was the founder of la Pyata ( Wre. Lowndes
gays that her father, Mr, Dean was the one who sstablished the f£irst sett lement at

-
~ )
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Mr. McBride had many old tulléings *Ifrn down, soms as far awry ss Vernon, Temas, to
te heuled »nd erected at the site of la l'I:l.i‘.ull. Mr. Hiding “stralghte »d rusty
nails for days at » u-:rur Mr_ MeBride to use in the re*ullding of these old
houses in le P:ltt.

Mr. Riding recells that Mr, McBride kad peveral of the w!ldest Forses w'ich
he hvd ever seen. ‘hay wers so wild that when hitched to a cart they would start
running and he would have to cateh them "on the fly". They would run” 1ike mad”
for & few miles hefore slowing down to a trot. They would "go down thet furrow *
to Amarillo st & dead run. When someons warned Mr, McPride that he would kill
the brutes, he repliad that he "wouldn'y cere if it did, bectuse they ran them-

-

selves, he did not make them do it".

¥

" The tt Foys, Rbbbihbdy ki) ARL £2ALAGEMRS YN n faufelt, Stringer, and
John R{diny, were atrying at +*e dugout f-r Mr, MchFide, who hed pro i Bhem that

he would give thes thred~lorses aplece to hres)f horses f-r him

Mr, Blding ™wg never tad wgy “» ling wifth "such wildgksbs horses, tut the
of
other hoys thought tPa animels we Pb "notfec tad". “g v, when one #f them|was
thrown by n %|1d horse "grve up thfg it w ot so god". Mr, Hiding recylls that

" We had to blindfold him ( Bphe horse ss) after he was throwed down, apd then

put ¢n & paddle and let Fim up #il ndfolded, I remember the first time I tyied it he ¢
get up and we took off the blind hond ke gnve a Rig leap and threw me into & simersault,
1 got my feet out of the rrfps, but™g¢his horse kicked sc -uch tha* he got his

two front feet in thepd and wag fastohod., We tried“{hte same thing over, He wal the

“> wildest horse I r oEew, 4 the meerest, 1 ally tied down the etirrups and
) tied my cont Lpfithe sad 'lefand tried it again, “eNgucked forK sevesty-Five ysrds
3 with me, b omehow 1 soft of ;ollth moverent cffthe hgree and tried to kesp with Fim.

MeBride #u11ed hir D1 £o0d Boy, and I can truthfuly say that as herd e 1l woreed for

¥ hree ponles :uuldh't\h-v*lﬂu we tha* one.”
e
Nr. k:idin; wal]l rememters his first experience at ».com camp ! " Une dey when
I wvas just & blp old Toy, L wert with ¥r, Barlow ot rorth of Aparillo to shoot antelopes.

My duty was to o off to one aside »nd sort of scare *te santelops so 1t "kl
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%o 1d run by ard Mr, Barlow would shoot it. We were wa dering mlong snd went over a
hill and tegen to mee cows. There BAUEESINNGEIIPRRIT was cattle everynhera.
Barlow seid , ' Look, there's & cow -utfit . let's go over and est with theg ' .

I said, "Do y-u know them? He srid Fe d1d not. Well, I wms hungry snd 1 decided to

' just play wonkey' and go atead. I would do whiktever he did. Bure enough, thre heys
had stopped to eat. We pot down fr-m our Forses and wa|kad up te t'e eswp. No ore
paid sny a‘tention to us. Barlow welvad up and pot him e plete and tin cup »nd then
walked around to the barbecue. “s filled his plate with meat, got Mm an onion, looked
in the oven and got some tresd , and filled his cup with coffee. ! was doing 1ike-
wise. Barlow set down by one of the men and they sxchraged brief greetings, saking
sach other whers they ware from., bothing mors was said. "hen we had firlshed, we put our
plates and cups up and got on our horses and rode off. 1 can rememder thinking that

wag tl‘ld-ltrﬂn;llt thing I ever saw, our sating with them, uninvited and lesving withenut
a word.

ur. R i‘““l knew Amari'lc when the #® Yexns Fangers were stationed 1in the

by #“‘lhr ai
corparatively ~em town., They ware sbmbbgmed hore, ss be rece1ls, because of cutlaws, cattle

thisves, +nd robhers". The rangers, with Capt. ¥eDoneld and .I‘.;lutmnnt Jnhuj'_
Sulliven, were garrisomed in a,camp located whare the old Rack 5“11 now is,

The rargera, who were "mst nll nice-losting yeung men who *ad white Fenda,
mustaches” and who more " Mg puns, fine "*mzﬂt.ldI g tats, gloves, -ndeillrnrrh penta®,
They did not werr uniforms, their s its *eln; sa!:ly of striped or checked design.
i‘I"-l-_lr bl roceived & snlary of $30 a mokth o nch, wilh am—unition and grub g,
teing free. They were "rushed to denth by Amarillo pirls™ as trey did not Fave regular
hours to work and could re m}nrnln or parties at any hu#th- dny.

|\ Mr. Bgding recalls one inetance in which the range:is were cslled out to
uptL;rn as ou law pamed Bil] Enuk._ who is now in Sing Bing. The outlar snd his gang,
cossisting of six or mors men, were in the vwicinity, btut Capt. "clonald did not ¥new th:lr
exact whereahouts. “s did kmow, WSEE however, a family who was reports d to have
shielded the outlaws at one time or another.

One dark ni ht ¥clonald went to the house occupied by this family sand ¥nocked
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lightly on the window. A woman came to the opening and MR asked what he wrnted,
Mcionald, pretending that he was a member of Cook's geng, told her that he had only

a minute as the rargers weres on his trail and he nesded to get to Cook's hideout for H
protection as quickly as possihle. She could not see his fres tacsuse of the derkness. |
Mot doubting that he was one of t'e outlaws, the old him where the hideout was and
that Cook srd his men were already there.

The : ext day Mclenald and his rangers went to the hidrew y and surrounded the
11t-1e log estin., He called out to Co k to surrendar and he would net shoot. .
But the outlaw srewered by firing “ls gur. ‘he racgers returnad the fire whbhibidbbit
with interest. Lifatenart Sulliven, v*o was » six-footer, and & boy of e'ghteen who

hed just “ecome » full=fled: »d ranger, sterted up toe the door, Co k yealled to t # toy to pn

back, but the youngster came on, telling the outlaw t*at he maa ';el.n; to kick the door
down' .

About this time a shot went between ﬂulliﬂn:l knees, “he rangers, undaunted,
pressed bi®e closer and closer around the esbin. Ihe gang took refuge in the loft of the
building, McDormld called to them to surrender. Une of the outl¥as ansmered that
Cook would mot let them cowe down and give themsel-es up. The rangers told the man
to resch dovn his bands and they would pull him down and would shoot Cnok to ribtbons if he
atte pted to ¥kil1]l the man .fnr his sction. One by one t's mer esme down from thelr
hiding place, until only Cook remained in the loft. At laat he .nld, "All rigrt, Kae,
I'm coming down”.

Mr. Biding 'mew H, H , Brookes, the first newspeper mar in Amarille. M,
Brookes *ad »n affice in U1d4 Tewn until Hiery Sagrern geve him a lot to move to
Kle location for t'e new town of A=arillo. A-~cordinp to Nr, E{din; Bro-kes wns nlso
rgh-n a printing press. 'he nmemsrrpar offfce was located st the cormer of Seventh rnd
Polk in the pew teown. Mr, Brookes llved tuck of the printing shop.

The inha'ltants of “1d Town were BeeSGk3psabedAbibhbbs bo5EA A HhsAMLMLE

at first ;;lhut moving to the new towrslte and resented the fact that Mr. Brookes

wng leaving them without a paper. [He solved the problem by publishing a paper in




Riding 7

the new location snd one in Cld Town, also. In the first, he "gave the folks down
in the old town the devil” for not wanting @ Amarillo moved, and in the second,
published material Pllltin; to the residents of Y1d Town, saying that ®r, Sazborn
»as"an outsider coming in amnd trying to btreak u the town that the first comers had

woerked so hard to build up®. However, Mr. Brookes lived up to his contract with
My, Sanborn. Mhen the time of the contract expired, he left town, being very unvop-

ular with the citizens of b th old and new Amarille, &Mk At his departure a cannon
wag fired and bells were run; by ealoon-keepers. Small boys of Amarille pulled
off stunts in celebretion mna the traln tore the Brookea fanlly aw y.

Mr. Riding hes .':;':.f-.'.'f memory of the fless in Amarillo ms well as on the
Frying Yan ranch.  There were so meny hoge and cattle and other animmls running
loose in the town that fles hecame a grest pest. When Mr. Riding and his wife

attended services st the “aptist Church at Fifth and Plerce strests, it w-a
alrost imrossible for them to alt still recause of thess fless., The churchhouss,

which art upon a rock foundation, afforded # cool pl-ce for hors to lie »nd root.
Fleas fror the animels c'me up through the floor and sought new homes on the memtaers
of the congregatlion. . .

Some of Mr, Aiding's most vivid recollections ard of his early schooldays in
Amarillo. One dny Bu rris Peterson, now trother-in-law of ®r, ®iding, and a
friend of his, Yeorge Hayden, of about the seme age as Burris, dec'ded trat they would
play hookey and go skating.

The year wra 1891, =SB during the age in which teachers punished their
pupils with ’ hickory limb$. Frofessor Moodsen, s red-haired Irishman, who taught

the 1ittle achool/at Eighth and Van Buren strests, not only whipped toys, but
girle, ‘. s k= lined ths grown pirls up and thrashed thems all for attending

a danre the night hafora, aven when they wers not under his discipline.

Enowing the propensities of Frof#esor Woodsen, the trusnt bhoys were ap=
prehensive about returning to sckool t'e folloming day. Ihey deactded to "frame up”

on the teacter., Burvls told Uporpe #'at they would teke thelr puns To schoal snd If
L ]
the profeasor st=rte’ ‘o whip one of threm, the other vould stert s*coting. The plan
Fobie
SMEEERRMLL grve them a_sense of Smle secur'ty. ““s nert mornimg when Frofessor

Woodson esked Byrpet
rris if he had teen rll:rln; hookey, the Youngester anawsred (p-
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puden® ly, "8, Tre saucy rejoinder aroused “he Irish in the professor snd he
hauled swy and wrappsd s slete around t# Burris' peck, lesding him sround by the
frame and laying on the hickory to his hesrt's cnntrnt. Burris ocould do wotking “ut

go whers the teacher willed, far te wes afrgid t*-m hond would be cut of f vy the
troken slate Lf he did mnot Eﬂllﬂ' arch enrsged tug of tte gulding hand. He kept
thinking t'at ﬂur,:-mu come to Fis rescus with the pre-arranged shooting, but
fl: never did . A hint te the wise wpa sufficlent for Ueorge.

Una day when ‘rofessor Woodeen hed gone home for lunch st the noon recess,

the students stood on harches »nd nailed the ta- thrr'i .':ulrhldn'; whth vkleh he

did his whipping, to ths tep of the bullding.
Phen the professor retu-nad, he khbbAtekd! imrediately noticed the unusu* 1 decora=

tive scheme. UNone of the puplls knew whe did the trick, when they were interrogated,ons
by one.

"Somebody has 1led,” shouted the exsspersted professor.

Es walked Puriovsly up #nd down, his coat t-1ls wn ‘ ngitatedly bahind him,
"If any of you byye -:rut to fight, just come on and we'll have it out, " he roared.

Newn ins'de, tha “gvs were real y afraid of *‘e old terctor. N ne of them
wanted to fight = ea~ecislly while he wis in his present stetm of rind, Dlck Stratton,
n satudious young fellow, wean ll‘!.llhl*lg at kls desk, atsorbed in & Yook. One af his
friends, who ls now & "rugt::l:ln = nister, spoke up, " Fro , Dlek sags he
will try you s round".

_1-;1“ jusmped up . "rff-t'- a lie. 1 never snid any such thing". But. he had & hard
time convineing the tescher that he SMilk did not W
My, Hiding recalls the barbecuss which 'hhz-rj;r -ttlr:: ~marillo came,
at which jousting tourpaments would be held. Men on horses tilted m* rings on
poles. The victor was -ranted the privilege of crowning the :ﬁm or nost popular

girl at the bharhecus entertalmment . One of the partic at one of thess barbacues
/

o My, Hoeloy, got drunk snd kept <he othar contestants from SMf* golng through

with the tilting, untl]l some one took hir off “is horse. To prevent injury to

th
smoelves, t)a Jjoustars Wore shiela
B
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During the ‘ndian scare of 1890 or 1891, Mr. Alding and ot'ers made bullets
41l night and the next dey after the repert was received that indians were coming
inte the Yanhandls. The tullsts, moulded hurriedly, were wused lster in hunting
antelope and ot er gave, often Floming the anim la to places, elther f~om defectlive
manufacture ur}rm *n orarchar;e of powdar., Uhe discharge from one of these
bullets often Ynocked the flrer down and blaw gwoke In his eyes. “Yne man who
used the bullets 'n his gun wes thought to have heer htlinded *y the shot, but he
later recover~d his asight .

BakbhgsaMd A woman who sterted from home with “ar tro 1ittle ones to take
rafuge In “» F;ntt at the time of the pe~re, loat one of the taties, qlt was srid, ~nd
want on without it, in her exe'tement,

For a week after the slerm, watchers ware pleced ‘n top of the court!ouss st

la Flata to wern of the expected approsch of “ndians,

-
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Kotes from un interview ﬁ.th Kr. Riding.
The Texas Rungeres cume here becasuse of the outlaws, cettle thieveg, andi robbers.
TheYwere nost wll nice lookimg young men who Lad wiits ksnds, ruata hes,
eurried big guns, end earned a selary of $30. & ronth. and sesurétion and
grub. They were rusked to death by the Ararillo girls & they cidn't have
regulsr :ours to work snd could go on picnics or parties at any hour in the
dsy » They sll wore fine boots and bif hets snd gloves. They did rot have
uniforms .ut most of thes wore what we called California pante. They were
stripes or big checks usuelly. They hed their camp down where the old Rock
barn 1s thet White end Kirks sre now using. The Rangers did not Frave an
efficinl cook but took time about. Their captain wes nemed 'E;ﬁnlld und
John L-‘hullinn was a ltd.

Once they were callea out to get e fugitive, an outlaw nermed Eill -eok
o is now in Sing Bing Frison. The outlaw and his gang, atout six of trem
were in this vicinity btut kcDomaled .id not knowwghere. He did know, . ow-
ever, a family thut helped to shield ther so one derk night he rushed uj to
the Lhivse wrd knowked on the window very 1ight13r.' The wogsan ceme over snd ssked
who it wu: &nd what he wanted. McDoneld pretended to be & member of Cook's
gang snd he teld ker that le had only & sinutec that they were or kis trail
snd ke must get with Bill Cook for protection ss scor us Yossible! The woman
could rot see him since it was 80 dark end ke was out of sight bakind the
house, anywsy, and ehe did not doubt that e wae one of ther. BShe told him
where the hideout was and that they were thers. Next dey he and the otler
rangers wert to the place. It wae & little iog house. They surrounded it ard
celled out to Cook to surrender snd tiey would not be hurt. But Cook orly be=
gan skooting and the rangers fired back! John L. Sulliven who was sbout eix
fout at the least snd en:ther boy who rea Just become & renger, under 18,

started ugp to the door. Cook mmad the bo; go back tut he went onm up and told

b
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the geng that ke war going to kick the door down. About this time & shot wae

fired that went between Bullivan's knees. Eut he wert on und the olher ranjers

¢losed in md they went in. The gerg were in the loft of the house arnd ~c”on=

£ld told them ohoe more that they sust surrender. Ome of the ren called down
thet Cook would not let thes come down and give thecsslves up! He wes told to
put his hands down and they would pull him ocut and if Cook slet him they woudd
shoot him to ribbins. One by one then the u.;m came dowm until Cook was left
cy kmself. He said, "All right, Kack, dor!t shoot! 1I'm coming down!®

' The people of amarillo really needed the Rangers and they did gquite a it of

i

good. The sheriff didn't get slong so well with thu' o 4
—

L
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(I well resember my first experisnce st m cow camp. One day  when 1 was just
a big old boy 1 went with kr. Barlow out kere north of town to shoot antelopes.
Ly duty was to go off to one side and sort of scure the mrtelope so it would .
ren vy and Ar. Barlow would shoot it. We were wundering vlong and wert over a
sort of hill and began t; see cows. There was just cettle everywhers. Barlow
said, "Look, there's a cow outfit. Let's go over und eat with ther".
i said,"Do you know thezm? He told me that he didn't. Well, I was bungry and
1 decided to Jjust play monkey and g0 shead. 1 would do what ever he did.
Sure encugh, the boys had etopped to eat. We ;ot down from ouR iorece, smd
walked upl.. Ko one paid any axgax attention to us. Batlow mlh-d. up ard gpot
hiz @ plate ard tin cup them wrlked sroumd to the barbegue. bhe filled his
platewith seat, got him sn oniom , locked in the over and pot some bread and

1 filled his cup with coffee. I wae doing likewise. Barlow sat dosn by one of

the nen to ®at und they exchanged brief greetinge, Ly asking cechk other
where they were from. Nothing more wae said. When we hed finished, we put our
pletes snd cups up and got on our horees and rode.off. 1 carn rerember thirking

that as the strangest thirg I ever saw., our eating with them, uninvited and

",,r"'




end leaving without s word.
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Mr. Riding said thet there was one peculaif thing about this country
ard thut was flems. He said that there wa: no hege or cattle or enimale

Lere to spcak of when he ceme, not anymore thanm there were eny place else

Lut he said he never hoped to see 50 cany agsin. Nrs. Riding » aid that b
they went to the Eaptiet Jhurch down ut 5th und Fierce Street ard it was
sdoost izpossible to sit through the services. She accounted for that
however, Ly the fact that the house sat upon rocks, for o foundatdon,
tiut mede the building off the ground. She suid hogs stayed under there
moot of the time mnd those fless would core on up end get on the .panph when
they came to ciurch. ]' At M f} = ) )‘ >
Mr. Riding edkd that in sbout 1890, he and two more boys came here to
('l:\ru in a dugout out on the Frying Fan, The dugout wae dosn in that draw
' H sbout where the golf Yourse is now. ke said Mo ore had lived in the
dugout for years but it wee & rretty good dugout. He said trat they had
what t)ey called their trunks tut was only & flour sack skich they kept a
change of clothing. 'I'h-:’wuld take that out on the prairie end jut a stick
in it to hold it coem end kecpt the wind from blowing it sway. When they r:u;u
in rights tkey could change their clothes &nd this was the onl, way they
: coulad get amy picce or rest. One night, they were sleepin; cut scrass the dras
' from the dugout. The three were eleveping tngtthtr; A rain ceme up and it

came aown In torrents and kad beem for sbout sn hour when any cf t em woke up.

-
Wron any one ﬂ'—thn tkree moved ke let in & nuw lesk until finslly Tos Stringer

lost hi:s temper amd kikked all the cover off and took & losd of the cover and
ren lor the dugout. We had been slecping with ‘m}mﬂu under out heads.
We all gralbed ocur beds crd ren amd ) remester that we hud to walk on tip toe

1o

«nd told the bedding up over cur Lawt ré™xeep fros gutting it any wetter as

as wo wagded thet draw. There was sowe 0ld papers srd sticke im the dugout and

we built ue & fire and got warms dnd dried out soge of our bed ulﬁt'rini./)
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TIwC flecs ceme to life mbout thet time and they just manhandlid us. They

just rolled us over and over. That wae truly : miserable right.

1

- - O - -

( We three boye were ste,ing there for mr, NcEride. There wee Will
suufelt, Tom stringer snd myself. ke had promised us that he would jive us
three horses a piece !f we would come snd bresk sose horses for hie.

1 had rever head any desling with such wild horses but the cother boys thought
they were good. The first evening one u!l' them got throwed and gave up that
te *snsn't so good. There was one thet 4 decided I would ride. e had to blind

fold rim after (e was tirowed down. snd then put on a seddle ard let him up
still tlindiolded. I remember the first time + tried it ke ot up ami we took
of f the blindfold und he gave & big leap and threw me into & llill.:rl"l-ﬂ. It .
got my feet out of the stirrups but this horse kikked #o0 puch that je got Lie
two front feet in there and he wns fastened. We tried the seme thing. over.
He was the wildest .orse I ever saw, and t.eomeanist. I finslly tied down

the stirrup and thed wmy coat to the saddle end tried it sgain. He bucked for
7% yerrde with me but some how, at the very first I sort of got the mov.mernt of
the rorse and tried to keep ith him. McBride called hi= Llood Boy and I can

truthfully ssy that as Rard ss 1 worked for my three ponies, he couldn't have

given me that one.

- - - s - - --rr‘#—-—
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In sbout the year of 1890, we came to Ararillo from la Flata. 1 .

wns sbout 18 and EY broth.r wee 1l. We were traveling in covered wupgons,

er old Kexicen had one wagon,it had the chuck, ietches, tobacco, wnter urd
food supplies. The other wagon had theibedding.i*Hr. Brown and =y brother
und 1 were on that one. The old e icu n ted sone lurber on the wajon

with Lim end he had to teke it aown to s draw off the road. He told us to
.0 on srd we would meet back or the romd ::t v bout :undm;rn the next everning.
Finally, however, we grew hungry. Then we realized thal the =exican wes gone
with the ifood and water end there wai 50 zmiles Letween us and any more.

It wes slzost sundown &nd we getting pretty rumgry srd blue. Erown saw &
ssoke coming out of tle lake. He was mimhrin; wkat it I‘ll'.-: In those days
you didn't have to know people to stay sll night with *hem. If you ceme

up to their houss st nijkt jou were welcome to ataiy. We droved up to

the house and an old Mustanger lived there. He wae 8 frierd of Ercsms
named Walter Harris Brown. 1 recall that there wes horses everywhere.

He told us stories that right acvout must nge until we ell went to sleep.

He told us sbout how you "walk down"™ & wild horsc. he patd that e would
get on a pony and sort of trot until those wild horses sew him. They
would run just like wild Tire and w;r.an trey were out of seen distance of hi
ke would rum his horse like tlat. Everytire the wild ones went under a kill
he would run fmst but when they saw Lip he would just be trotiing slong.

He would ..'I'-'I.I'IPI an agreement to ceet s sen with & wagon et & certels place

in the evenirg. The horses sould have run ell day end would be so tired
that t:ey could drop. He would keep thes away from weter. In sbout tem ”
days they would be weak mnd tired wmnd stiff. They would sleo be sort of
used to sceing him too so he would make snares out of stakes driven in ‘the

ground snd would mill the kustangs arourd until they stepped in the holes.
Thagy m'qﬁl ;..1,; %h- would ususlly be able to handle them then.

| J
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Burris Peterson, who is now my brother-in-law, srd & friend of his

George Hayden, both boys about the sane sge, decidid they would play hookey

frozm school smd go skateing. They went to & little school located st Eth

und Van Buren Street and had a red hesdes Irish teacher named Frofessor

Woodsen. That wss in the yesr of :91 end during that ege the teschure

| puniehed the pupils with hickory lizie. This teacher ever whipped the yprown

girle and he was g0 urreasonable that he lined thim sll up and thrasted

them all cut for goingy to.s dance cnme night even while they were out I‘rnIu

under his dilftiplinn.

These boys were just st the age when they wanted to Le bad men erd they
were jretty uneasy about having to go back to school next duy snyway and
getting their punishment 2o they decided to frame up on the teacher.

Burrie told George that they would take their guns and if he started to whip
one of them, the other would shoot. Burris was feeling very sgecure then and
wh'..n they went beck to school and Prof. Woodsen ssked him if he had not
played hookey and Eﬁ-nl skuteing the day before, he sassed him and aseid yes.
This made the teacher fierce and ke ;ickcd up & slate and broke it over
Burris® head. This put the dlate frase sround his neck and the teacher

Jjust lead him mround end thrashed h'm good.Burris was afraid he would get
his head cut off if he didn*'t g0 with him wher: Mlx he tuggea. He kept
thinking George would shoot and save him btut George never did.

- - - EssssssssnsEssEEaanE SR S - - -

Mr. Riding told of snother dncicent that heppered at that same school
end in tiat same yenr. He sald thet one day when the teacher hed gone hoze
Jor lunch the kids stood up on benches and rmiled Frofessor scodson's cow
hide to the top of the house. This cow hide was whet he used for & hickery
1imb. #When he came wack, of course he noticed it and called them all up,

ene by one and of couree nome of them knew any thing about Low come the

whip up there.

"Some one has lied!"™ gmid Frof. “oodsen. The
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Prof Woodsen was r“ih; gad end wne wulking up wnd doim the school room.

The boye there were ulrost grown and they socetizes would teke whippings for
the girls. This made the old teacher ned, clsays, end ke begen stout that.
*If any of you sant to fight, just come on snd we'll have it cut] he ro:red.
Of course 111 the bops, wuy down inside, were afreid of the old teacher, and
rone of them santed to fight. There was & woy sitting there, apparently
studying whit interse interest, named Dick Stratton. th One of “ick's
friends, who is now & presbyterian preacher. noti-ed Dick, apparently #0
sbsorbed in study, and he smid "Teacher, Dick said he would try you & round,”
Dick  uzped up end began to defenf himself end said Johm ‘e lyihg. I never
thought of such thing. Poor Dick had an swful time convin ing the teacher

that ke didn't want to [ight.

- - O  —— s - E T T FF R R

/ Er. Brooks was the first newspaper un in dmarillo. He had &n office
down in Old Twwn..%hen Mr. Sanborn came here, he gave Mr. Brooks & lot,
st the cormer cf Tth end Folk and e printing mechime, to move over and
put out & pa er in new towm. Mr. Boooks n:;uptud the contract and moved
over. He lived in the back of the shop. Old Town was against moving over
into the New Town, of zourse, =0 the people where Mr. Erooks moved fro= re-
sented his leaving them with & ;sper. Now kr. Erroks wantcd to mee . oney
so of the morning, he would putlish & paper in hic new office, &nd uphold the
new town snd just "give the folks cown in the old town the devil™ for not
wanting Amarillo is nove. ‘his pleesed ¥r. Samborn icnensely but soon ke
learned that Kr. Brooks wes going over to his old shop in the afternocons end
publishing just shch & psper the other wey around for hies old friends. He
would ssy tiat kr. Senborn was an cutsider coming inm tryimg to bresk up
the little town thet sll the old town folks had worked so herd for and tried
to tuild snd hed been so proud of. WKr, Brooks was living up to his comtract

.Atg ¥r. Semb.rn, because he had not prosised mot to publisk unother paper.

He goy to stay until tis contract wes up which wue much over & yesr. This
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Bade kil very unpopilar and finhlly hen Le had -sde sll the coney Fe ne. ded

re leftd town. Ax A cannon was| fired +hen thagxiafix he left ond the bells

el the rulnmﬂ werc rurg. The peye of smarille went :n or cute & celebr-tionm

| &s the frain pulled ocut tiking fhe Erooks' away.

T, PR s v ity 3
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Kr. Ricing is from Ls Flats, which is 12 years older then Hereford. Ke seid
there wes no rrnt to la If'lhtn and Davp McBride plowed a furrow there. It took him
two days. He illd it surved befcre he It.u-i ard sticks put dosn for each se tiom.

Mr. ¥cBride wap the founder of la Plstq. He hed every old building town down

such as livery ;stailes end old shacke §rd tuilcings smixtsxmxdswzxx ard hauled thes

there. Sope pe brought sc fer ss Verdon. Kr. Riding said ke had straightened

rusty nails fof kr. Mebride for daye af & tizme s0 that he might take them to La

Fluts to l-'l'-l.ﬁ*l town. Mr/ Ridirg "1'.11. that kr. McBride had the of the wildest
horses Le had §ver seen worked to m cr 1-: They were so wild thut whn kocked to the
cart they w uld start running snd he wquld cstch them "on the rlr". Thﬂj’ would -
run like med I%r a fow miles end then Would low down to a trot. They Inuld EO

down that furr¢w to La Fleta., from kl'{rllln. Some one told him tkat thet rum

would kill thode horses. McBride said itht it wouldn't but he wouldn't -are if it

ﬂid teca.se th{-y ran it themselwes. Hdidﬂ t make tiex do it. /

!
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