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Archibald Franklin Leonard (1816-1876) was a pioneer and community leader who
helped build and organize Tarrant County. As a citizen of the Republic of Texas, the
Confederate States of America, and the United states, he was never afraid to move
to the frontier and to work hard for his family. As a businessman, politician,
churchman, and father, he set good examples for his neighbors and family to follow.
Without men like Leonard to lead in settling new areas and starting new governments
and businesses, Texas could not have grown to be the great state it is foday.

A. F. Leonard was born on June 19, 1816" in Laurance Township, Clearfield County,
Pennsylvania.? He was the third son of William and Barbara (Shaw) Leonard,? and was
probably named for his maternal grandfather, Archibald Shaw. Little is known about
Mr. Leonard's early life except that he grew to maturity In Clearfield County.*

William Leonard, Archibald's father, was born about 1781 in Pennsylvania.”> He married
Barbara Shaw and became a prosperous farmer.® Barbara was born in County Derry,
Ireland about 1795, and was the daughter of Archibald and Mary (Campbell) Shaw.
The elder Shaws left Ireland and, after living in other parts of Pennsylvania, arrived
in Clearfield County in 1810. Archibald Leonard's parents were living in Clearfield
County as late as 1860.°



A. F. Leonard moved from Pennsylvania tfo Missouri as a young man. There he met
Mary Ann Foster,” a native of Alabama who had recently moved to Missouri with her
parents.!® Mary Ann was born August 20, 1822,'! the daughter of Ambrose Foster
(1793-1848) and Susannah (Medlin) Foster (1796-1889). They were married on
February 26, 1839."2

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard began their family while living in Missouri. Their first three
children, Selete Caroline, Margaret Jane, and Mary Melissa "Mollie", were born in
Platte County, Missouri. After their move to present-day Tarrant County, Texas,
their daughters Barbara, Texana Bell, Martha "Mattie", and Josephine were born.
The Leonards' son, Archibald F., Jr. Died in early childhood at an unknown date and
place.”

Archibald F. Leonard made two major moves in his lifetime. He moved from
Pennsylvania to Missouri in the 1830's.'* By 1840, he settled beside his wife's parents
in Platte County, Missouri.'®> In 1844, after he was well established and had a growing
family, news reached Missouri that a peace treaty had been signed between the
Indian tribes of North Texas and the white settlers near the Red River who were
eager to move onto Indian lands. Believing that the upper Trinity watershed was open
for white settlement, many of Leonard's neighbors emigrated to Texas.!® Among those
who left were Ambrose and Susannah Foster. Pleased with what they found in Texas,
some of the 1844 Missouri emigrants returned to their old home in 1845 and
persuaded a second group of Platte Countians, including the Leonards, to move to
Texas."”

The Leonards made the trip to Texas in an ox-drawn wagon.'® After months of
traveling, they reached the Red River, north of Bonham, about November 1, 1845.
Fifteen days later they crossed the Elm Fork of the Trinity River.'” On December 26,
they arrived at present-day Grapevine and settled near the Fosters.®® The area was
then a part of Navarro County; later it was included in Tarrant County.

In the next few years, the 1844 and 1845 immigrants were joined by other related
groups from the Platte County, Missouri area. Local historians today call those
settlers "The Missouri Colonists."?! The area of Texas to which they moved was then
being settled by a company of investors who called their settlement "Peters Colony."
Both the Leonards and the Fosters were granted land certificates as Peters
Colonists.?? In 1850, Mr. Leonard took title to nine hundred and sixty acres of land
in present Grapevine.*® Many of the present town's business and residential districts



are on land once owned by Leonard. A Texas Historical Marker honoring the Missouri
Colony was dedicated near Grapevine in 1979.

Archibald and Mary Leonard were active members of the Baptist church in Tarrant
County. On February 19, 1846, Mary became a charter member of Lonesome Dove
Baptist Church.?* It was the first church formed in present Tarrant County and still
meets regularly.?® Mr. Leonard joined the congregation in 1847.%° The first Sunday
School in the county was held in his home.?” Mr. Leonard was often chosen as a
delegate from his home church to meetings of both the Elm Fork Baptist Association
(until 1855) and the West Fork Baptist Association (after 1855). He was clerk of the
Association five times and served on its Missionary Board at least four years.?® On
October 12 and 13,1855, Leonard became a charter member of the West Fork Baptist
Association, a forerunner of today's Tarrant Baptist Association.? On August 30,
1856, after moving their membership from the Lonesome Dove Church, the Leonards
helped organize the Centre Springs Baptist Church; it first met with ten members in
their home along the West Fork of the Trinity River near Birdville*® In 1859, he
helped establish an Association library and was named as a delegate to the State
Baptist Convention. He served on the Sunday School Committee in 18613 On the
fourth Saturday in August, 1864, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard and three of their daughters
were among the charter members of the Fossil Creek Baptist Church in Birdville.*
The church changed its name, in 1917, to "Birdville Baptist Church" and continues to
meet today.*® From 1869 until 1873, he served on an Association Board to plan and
build a Baptist Collage at Red Sulphur Springs in present-day Hurst, Texas.**

A. F. Leonard was a merchant and community leader during his early years in Texas.
In the summer of 1849, in partnership with Henry Clay Daggett (1820-1887), he
established the first civilian store at Fort Worth. Their log store was built in a live
oak grove northeast of the fort because military regulations forbade a civilian
business within one mile of a military post. They sold supplies to the soldiers at the
fort, to Indians, and to the few white settlers nearby.’® When the post closed in
1853, Leonard sold his interest in the store and returned to the Grapevine area where
he opened a mercantile business.*® With his brother-in-law, Henry Suggs, Leonard laid
out the town of Grapevine in 1855. During a discussion in Leonard's store about what
to name the new town, one of Leonard's neighbors suggested the name "Grapevine."*’
By 1855, Leonard was renting the store o John W. Hughes. His Grapevine business
interests were eventually bought by Mr. Dunn.*



Mr. Leonard's strength of character and leadership were immediately noticed by his
Texas neighbors. In1849, the Texas Legislature created present-day Tarrant County
from a portion of Navarro County.*® In August 1850, when the first elections for
county offices were held, A. F. Leonard defeated Mr. Barnham for the office of
County Clerk.*® The electionwas held in Leonard's and Daggett's store.*’ On the same
day, the fown of Birdville was selected as the new county seat. A year later, the first
District Court in Tarrant County was held in the same store. Birdville was the county
seat during Leonard's term of office. It remained the county seat until 1856, when
Fort Worth was chosen in an bitter election* Before a regular post office was
established in Grapevine, Leonard served as unofficial postmaster for the
community.* He again ran for public office in 1858 but was defeated.** The high
point of his public service came in 1870-1871 when he, with B. S. Shelbourne,
represented Tarrant, Ellis, and Collin Counties in the Twelfth Texas Legislature.® His
daughter Selete kept house for him during his term of service.*® In 1873, he served
as Chairman of the Democratic Executive Committee of Birdville and was named a
delegate to the Tarrant County Democratic Convention.*” During the last years of his
life, he also served as Master of the Birdville Grange.*®

During the middle-1850's, Leonard became interested in operating a mill on the
Trinity River. About 1855, he petitioned the Texas Legislature for permission to dam
the West Fork of the Trinity River and to erect a water powered grist mill east of
Birdville.** In 1856, in partnership with three other men, he established Leonard's
Mill>®° A community settled around the mill. In 1860, Leonard's Mill was a public
polling place.® It was burned by abolitionists on July 8, 1860, but reopened by 1862.
Leonard gradually became a majority owner of the business and sold the mill to H. B.
Alverson in 1867.%% After passing through several hands, the mill became known as
Randol Mill until it stopped operation in the 1920's.’®* A Texas Historical Marker was
placed at the mill site in 1979.

The Leonard family's life was greatly affected by the Civil War. On June 29, 1861,
Archibald Leonard enlisted in J. R. Cummins' Company of the 20™ Brigade of Texas
State Troops, a Confederate state militia group; his nephew Levi Leonard was fourth
sergeant of the company.®® A. F. Leonard probably never saw active service. He
remained at home during the War and helped to guard the families of absent
Confederate soldiers. His mill was vital to the welfare of Tarrant and surrounding
counties. Mrs. Leonard was an accomplished weaver and taught many of her neighbors
the skill. They made clothing and other items for the soldiers and their families.*
Two of Leonard's sons-in-law, Hiram Crowley and William L. Boyd, died in Confederate



service. A third, John A. Mugg, was severely wounded and died in 1868 from wounds
he received in the southern service®® A fourth, Thomas Utley, was also in
Confederate service.”” William Leonard, Archibald's nephew, was killed in action in a
Texas regiment.®® At the end of the Civil War, Mr. Leonard lost slaves valued at
$3700.%

Many Tarrant County communities consider Archibald Leonard to be one of their
founders. During his life in Tarrant County, he lived at many sites. His first home was
a log cabin about twelve feet by twelve feet with a hewn log floor. It stood on his
headright in the Grapevine community. The Grapevine Cemetery occupies the site
today.®® During the time the Leonard and Daggett store operated, the family lived in
a small log cabin originally built by John Little; it sat near the southeast corner of
today's Pioneer's Rest Cemetery.®® In 1853, the Leonards returned to Grapevine
where they lived until the summer of 1856.°2 About August, 1856, they moved to the
West Fork of the Trinity River east of Birdville, where they remained until they
moved nearer the town of Birdville in 1861.°* About 1866, Leonard moved again but
probably only a short distance and still quite near Birdville.** A. F. Leonard's last home
was a comfortable frame house southeast of the present intersection of Carson
Street and Elliot-Reeder Road in the city limits of Fort Worth, south of Haltom
City.®®

By the standards of the day, Leonard was considered a prosperous businessman and
farmer. In 1860, on the eve of the Civil War, Leonard owned eight hundred and forty
acres of land near the West Fork of the Trinity River. He owned a sizeable herd of
cattle and horses as well. His slaves represented most of his wealth; they were freed
at the end of the war.*® He patiently set about regaining an estate for his family.®”

Archibald F. Leonard died at his home in Birdville on February 22, 1876, after a
struggle with pulmonary consumption (fuberculosis). He was buried in Birdville
Cemetery with honors by the Birdville Grange.®® His widow, Mary Ann Leonard, lived
until May 19, 1904, and was buried beside him.*’

Mr. Leonard had a significant positive influence on Tarrant County during its early
years. Through his business activities, his church work, and his civil service, he
showed himself a community leader. He opened and operated the first civilian store
in Fort Worth. He and his family helped to found the first church in the county and
two others as well. Two of the churches still meet. He helped the new county
government by serving as its first County Clerk and later served nearby counties as



well in the Texas Legislature. He willingly gave his time, effort, skill, and even the
lives of his family to his county and state. The Texas Sesquicentennial is an
appropriate time to honor Archibald Franklin Leonard's life and accomplishments.

ARCH F, LEONARD.,

Detail from Fort Worth Mail-Telegram, Historical Edition,
May 14,1896.
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The Birdville Independent School District's LAMP classes are composed of gifted-
and-talented students who take part in accelerated studies in language arts and social
studies. Mike Patterson and Trudie Byers are the class teachers. The class is held at
Smithfield Jr. High School, 8400 Main Street, Smithfield, Texas, 76180.
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